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From the President 

No one wants to hear about the way time flies at this time of the 
year so I’ll skip that. Instead, let’s see what’s been happening at 
the museum. 
 

➢ We have a new all glass cabinet in the Schoolroom. This 
was donated by Bega Valley Shire Library, dismantled, 
transported from Bega to the Museum and re-assembled. 
The contents of the large display case that stood where 
the new cabinet now resides were added plus more items 
that we found could be fitted into the new space. A very 
efficient use of our limited area and also visible to a wider 
audience. This was part of our Accessibility project. 

➢ The Council arranged for the removal of the Cape 
Honeysuckle hedge on our west boundary and this is an 
ongoing process as the reinstatement of the area has yet 
to occur. It is amazing how much more room is now 
available and the way it has opened up the space in the 
courtyard. We are waiting on the Council to arrange 
completion of the job. 

➢ The Yarn Bombing and Merimbula Festival came together 
on the day despite Shirley’s medical emergency. We all 
wish you well with your recovery Shirley. Nicki Bazley-
Smith took control and did a sterling job balancing the 
festival with the emergency. Thanks to all those good folk 
in Canberra who contributed so much to the success of 
the day and to our willing, enthusiastic volunteers and 
members of the community. 

(Continued, page 10) 
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Where are we? 
85 Main Street 
Merimbula, NSW, 2548 
 

Museum opening times 
Sunday, Tuesday & Thursday,  
1.30 – 4.00 pm. 
Groups by appointment. 
 

Admission 
Adults - $5.00 pp 
Children - Free 
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It’s been a busy few months on the curatorial front. 
 
During October we have assembled another glass 
cabinet in the Perrin Room, attended a meeting 
called by Greg Lissaman regarding Museum 
directions, in Bega, received grants from Bendigo 
Bank and the Maritime Museum and have Angela 
George’s draft report for the Whole of Collection 
Significance Assessment. 
 
Firstly the glass cabinet from Allan George’s 
Collection has been restored by Neil Burnham with 
a new mirrored base donated by Pambula Glass. 
This has replaced the old Edwardian cabinet in the 
Perrin Room and displays the current oyster plate 
exhibits very well. 
 

 

Above: Glass cabinet in the Perrin Room with a 
display of Kennedy Oyster Plates. Donated by the 
George Family, it was restored by Neil Burnham 

with a new mirror base donated by Pambula Glass. 

Secondly the meeting called by Greg Lissaman. 
Colette, Don and I attended along with a pleasing 
number of people from our SEGHI group plus 
Jigamy Meeting Place. e-Hive was discussed with a 
number of the group including Bermagui, Cobargo, 
Jigamy and Merimbula in the process of changing 
over. It was decided to use the Summerfield 
Classification system for all of our collections as it 

was much easier and user friendly than the 
Powerhouse database. The Bega Valley Shire 
Library is assisting with reproduction for those 
without a copy. Don presented a preliminary copy 
of an entry sheet which was embraced by all. 
 
Also discussed in detail was the need for museums 
to have an identifiable personality and after 
discussion with Greg and Angela it was 
recommended that we should adopt ‘oystering’ as 
our initial concept. Other themes should be 
identified for later development. The development 
of the ‘oystering’ theme will not only provide an 
identity for the Museum but also a spin off 
advertising blitz as we seek contributions from the 
stakeholders through social media and other 
methods (including our newsletter). 
 
Angela has now completed and been paid for the 
Whole of Collection Significance Assessment 
(although some aspects are awaiting completion). 
The recommendations will need to be discussed 
and adopted by the Committee to enable us to 
make progress. The report consists of some 
hundreds of pages and is very comprehensive. It is 
available for all Committee to read. 
 
During November I collected a baby crib from the 
old Pambula Hospital which was donated by Judith 
Peladja, a midwife at the hospital for many years. 
This is a wonderful addition to our growing local 
hospital and medical collection.  
 

 
Above: Crib from the maternity ward of the 

Pambula District Hospital. It was donated to the 
Society recently by former midwife Judith Peladja. 

(Cont. page 11) 

Curatorial Happenings 



3 

 

Vale Sandra 
Bray 

 
Museum members and our wider community will be 
saddened to hear of the passing of long time and 
much loved local resident and former museum 
volunteer Sandra Bray on 13 November 2022. 
 
Sandra was born in 1949, the loving daughter of 
Jim and Stella Brown, and little sister to Margaret. 
Three years after Sandra was born Netty arrived 
and completed their family.  
 
Sandra fondly remembered growing up in 
Merimbula and Pambula and loved to talk about 
the wonderful people she met and enlightened her 
life. Whether it was spending precious time with 
her Grandparents, the amazing Mrs. Gale’s 
concerts – starting out as a Tiny Tot -  school with 
Jack Lynch, walks around Berrambool with Cras, 
being part of the team that won the Gould League 
of Bird Lovers, movies with friends at the Pambula 
Hall, dances, or listening to the juke box at the 
Mickle’s Cafe in Pambula, Sandra always spoke 
with such love when she regaled people with 
stories of her youth. 
 
At the age of 15, Sandra met the man who would 
be the love of her life, Vin. In 1968 at the age of 19, 
Sandra and Vin were married. They started their 
early life as a married couple at Pambula Beach. 
Their life revolved around their families and friends 
with both Sandra and Vin often talking about the 
wonderful times they shared with Margaret and 
Trevor, and Ken and Gail in particular.  
 
Other lifelong friends were also made in the early 
years of married life including the Punters Club 
Girls – Fay, Mary, Julie, Marg, and Gail would get 
together when their husbands were at the pub. All 
the kids would go along, and it was a lovely time 
for the girls to get together. Practical jokes were 
always a big part of this group and Sandra enjoyed 

telling a few of the more hilarious stories in the last 
weeks of her life. Lots of laughs were shared but 
they also were there for each other through the 
difficult times, and it was beautiful to see them still 
together at the end of Sandra’s life. 
 
 
Sandra and Vin bought their first home at 
Nethercote from May and Casey Ballantyne. They 
worked hard together to establish a lovely home 
where they could bring their three cherished 
children home to. In 1978 Sandra and Vin moved 
into their new house next door to Marg, Lisa, and 
Jo. Sandra and Vin’s home was filled with love and 
an “open door.”  The girls were always bringing 
home friends and Sandra was forever cooking and 
driving here, there, and everywhere in the bluebird 
to get the girls and their friends.  
 
Sandra’s greatest joy was her three girls, Sharon, 
Michelle, and Angela. The loss of her beautiful 
daughter Angela was something she never got over 
but through the love of family and friends and the 
arrival of her two grandchildren, David, and Amalia, 
she found purpose to her life once again. With the 
arrival of three more grandchildren, Ashley, Grace 
and Matthew, Sandra felt truly blessed. Her days 
spent at home with her grandchildren were such 
happy days where all the kids could enjoy “cousin 
day.”  Vin and Sandra both loved these days and 
were so happy that their hard work in establishing 
a beautiful loving home for their daughters was 
now being shared with their grandchildren.  
Sandra’s proudest achievement was the legacy she 
left of her two beautiful daughters and five 
precious grandchildren.  
 
The last six years of Sandra’s life were so difficult 
without her loving, supportive husband Vin, but 
Sandra was forever grateful to her sister Margaret 
and Brother- In-Law John. Marg – a sister’s love is 
something that Sandra cherished her entire life. 
John – who was welcomed with very loving arms by 
Vin, who finally had another man to help with the 
nine women, has always been Marg’s rock and his 
love for Lisa and Joanne is something that Sandra 
always loved about him. Sandra was so happy  
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(from previous page)  
 
when John and Marg welcomed Katie into the 
flock, and the love they all shared as one big happy 
family was so special.  
 
Sandra reminded us of all what is really important 
in life – to love, support, and care for friends and 
family. We are all better off for having known her 
and the value she brought to our lives. She will be 
greatly missed.  
 
Our love and sympathy to Sharon, Michelle and 
their families, Marg and her family and Sandra’s 
many friends. Rest in peace Sandra. 
  

From the Collection >>> 

Our Oyster Punts 
Of particularly outstanding significance are the 
two wooden oyster punts that are part of the 
museum’s collection. Directly connected with the 
local oystering industry, they represent different 
periods of the industry’s history and are both rare 
examples of their type and era.  
 
The Gus Cole example was locally built, and dates 
from about the 1910s – 1920s. It is currently on 
display at the Merimbula Old School Museum. The 
David Brown Punt is a later example, built around 
the 1960s and is currently stored off site. 
However, the Society was gratefully to receive a 
substantial grant from the Maritime Museums of 
Australia Project Support Scheme (MMAPSS) 
which will enable construction of a steel cradle to 
house the vessel, enabling its relocation to the 
Merimbula Old School Museum site. Additional 
support will also be provided by Australian 
National Maritime Museum staff to develop a 
Vessel Management Plan (VMP) for the punt. 
 

 
 

Above: The Gus Cole Oyster Punt on display at the 
Merimbula Old School Museum. 

 

Above: Member Peter Clancy working on the 
installation of a new display cabinet courtesy of 

Bega Valley Shire Council. 
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Over thousands of years and many generations, the 
local Aboriginal peoples made use of shellfish from 
the pristine shorelines of the south coast, as 
middens around and behind the local shorelines 
attest. 
 
These resources also proved attractive to early 
European settlers who targeted the native oyster 
species first for their own consumption and then 
later as part of an important local industry. As early 
as the 1850s, Pambula and Merimbula’s abundant 
oyster supply was being noted and by the 1880s, 
Merimbula Lake had been opened to leasing, with 
M. H. Woollard being granted areas in 1887 and 
1888. By 1916, Imlay Shire Council was selling 
rights to oysters on the embankment of the 
Merimbula Bridge approach. 
 

 
Above: Part of the oyster farming display in the 
Merimbula Old School Museum. 

Pambula River and Lake were also opened up to 
oyster farming during the late 1880s, with 
members of the Severs family and H. H. Hungerford 
among the first to take up leases. They were 
followed by well-known names such as Baddeley, 
Hardaker, Spears, Burton, Warne and Brassington. 
A flourishing enterprise developed, with the output 
being shipped first to Sydney and then to 
Melbourne. 

 
From these small beginnings, one of the district’s 
most significant economic stories has developed, 
even providing the impetus for the Merimbula 
Oyster Festival during the late 1970s and 1980s.  
Today, the industry has flourished locally, with the 
Merimbula and Pambula Lakes among the largest 
producers of Sydney Rock Oysters in the country. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Merimbula-Imlay Historical Society has a small 
but expanding collection of local oyster farming 
material, and in response to recommendations 
contained in a recent whole of collection 
significance assessment, have resolved to adopt 
oystering as a major museum theme.  
 
With this in mind, a call is being put out to the 
community to help the Society grow their existing 
collection (including representation of current and 
recent operators) by coming forward with images, 
artefacts and stories relating to this outstanding, 
lengthy and ongoing part of our history. Anyone 
with items to offer or questions about donating to 
the museum’s oystering collection can contact the 
museum Curator Liz Bretherton on telephone 0411 
604 724, or email d.e.bretherton@gmail.com 

The local oystering 
industry – it’s a pearler! 

Above: Perhaps one of the museum’s most 
impressive links with the Merimbula Oyster 
Festival is Merv, a giant copy of a Merimbula 
oyster, created and gifted to the township by the 
1979 Merimbula Oyster Festival Committee.  
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Our members 
 
My name is Peter Clancy, and I am a member of the 
Old School Museum at Merimbula. It was on a 
Saturday some time ago, and I was attending a 
meeting in the Scout hall at the rear of the old 
school house when the smoke alarm began to chirp 
every two minutes or so. As an electrician I realised 
that the unit was letting us know that it needed a 
new battery. Sadly the unit is mounted at the 
highest point in the Scout Hall, some 15 feet above 
the floor.  

 

 

Jen Drenkhahn and Peter Clancy at a recent  
SEHGI meeting. 

 
So the task began to replace this battery as no 
peace was to be had with this annoyance. Due to 
this random occurrence I met Mr Don Bretherton 
who I approached and asked if he had a ladder that 
I could borrow. He impressed me with his 
friendliness and willingness to help. 
 
I had always admired the school for it’s stone work 
and truth told I had never visited the museum. It 
was this meeting with Don that inspired me to join 
the M.I.H.S which is the Merimbula Imlay Historical 
Society. The seed was sown and it is now a great 
pleasure to be a part of helping to display and 
preserve the history of this part of Australia. 
 
My family story is one of interest to me as my 
father was a love child of the roaring ‘20s and 
research done by a sibling discovered his mother 
was born in Candelo. My surname was made 
famous in the 1890s by Banjo Patterson for the 
poem “Clancy of the overflow”. My Mother’s side 
was traced back to a convict 
who arrived in 1824.  
 
So the history of who I am and how I came to get 
here is all part of an interest in the history of 
Australia and how the present day society came to 
be. The early settlers had no corner shop to just go 
and get their supplies. It amazes me that all of the 
very great hardships were over come to form the 
country we live 
in today. 
 

Thanks Peter for sharing your story with us. 
 

Above: Peter Clancy giving Colette Moorhead a 
hand to hoist the flag at a museum exhibition 
opening function. 
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Coming events 
 25 Dec.  Christmas Day 
26 Dec. Boxing Day 
21 Dec. –  
26 Jan. 2023   NSW School Holidays 
31 Dec.  New Year’s Eve 

1 Jan.   New Years Day 

March 2023 SEHGI meeting 

25 March Twilight Fair at the Museum 

TBC  Travelling exhibition Of Pigs and 
Whistles - How Steam Navigation 
Linked South East NSW to the 
World on display at the Merimbula 
Old School Museum 

 

 

Get well wishes 
 

 
 
 
Best wishes to Shirley Bazley, a Merimbula 
Museum stalwart and former secretary and 
curator. Shirley has been on the sick list for some 
time now, and I’m sure everyone hopes she’s on 
the mend soon. 
 
 
Also to one of our much loved volunteers, Jean 
Foster, who has been a patient in the South East 
Regional Hospital. Best wishes Jean for a speedy 
recovery. 
 

 

 

 

Another outstanding and significant aspect of the 
Society’s oyster related collection is the magnicent 
Trevor Kennedy oyster plate collection. Consisting 
of a grouping of different oyster plates from across 
the world, ranging in age from the 1880s through 
to the 1980s, it is possibly one of the most 
extensive collections of its type in existence. 
 

The Kennedy Collection >>> 
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A Bit of Fun 

Do you know? 
Twenty questions to test your trivia.  
 
1. In what year was the Aboriginal issues 
referendum? 
2. When did colonial self-government commence? 
3. Which three events occurred on November 11? 
4. When did the Sydney Harbour Bridge open? 
5. In what year were the first Australian combat 
troops sent to Vietnam? 
6. In what year was the 50th anniversary of 
Federation celebrated? 
7. Which Australian prime minister declared 
Australia's involvement in World War II in 1939? 
8. In September 1943 two women became the first 
to be elected to federal Parliament. Who were they? 
9. Who was Australia's second prime minister? 
10. In what year was the first conscription 
referendum? 
11. Who was the first Aboriginal member of Federal 
Parliament? 
12. Who was the first Australian-born governor-
general? 
13. What does the AIF stand for? 
14. In 1912 which plant was declared Australia's 
national flower? 
16. To which Cold War Alliance system did Australia 
belong? NATO, the Warsaw Pact, SEATO. 
17. Which state or colony was the first to introduce 
female suffrage? 
18. The banning of which political party was ruled 
unconstitutional in March 1951? 
19. Which Australian cities were shelled by Japanese 
submarines in June 1942? 
20. What site was selected for the national capital in 
1912? 
 
See page 12 to check your results. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

That Australia’s first introduced species, the 
dingo, arrived in Australia around 5,000 years 
ago. However, it has been on the continent for 
long enough to have become a functional part of 
the natural ecological system as a top-order 
predator. It is believed to have replaced the 
thylacine in that role. (Courtesy of the National 
Museum of Australia.) 
 

Did you know? >>> 
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 Merimbula-Imlay Historical Society hosted the last 
quarterly meeting of the South East History Group 
Inc. (SEHGI), which is the combined regional 
organisation of local museums and historical 
societies. Member groups are drawn from 
Mallacoota through to Bermagui and Cobargo and 
up onto the Monaro tablelands, including Bombala 
and Cooma, the various organisations taking it in 
turn to host meetings, which usually include a 
guest speaker or visit to an historic site. 
 

 
Above: SEHGI President Peter Clancy (right) 

presenting Bermagui Historic Society President 
Allan Douch his Certificate of Achievement from the 

Royal Australian Historical Society during the last 
group meeting. 

 
Held on 12 November, we organised a visit to the 
Bournda Environmental Education Centre, with 
Principal Doug Reckord giving a presentation on 
the centre’s work, Bournda Reserve and National 
Park and the Bird Olympics.  
 

 
Above: Some of the SEHGI members at the 

November meeting. 

 

Above: Doug Reckord gave an enthusiastic 
presentation to SEHGI members. 

Attendees also had the opportunity to visit the 
historic 1890s slab built Scott’s Hut in the Bournda 
National Park. 
 

 
Above: Scott’s Hut, and below:: SEHGI members 

outside Scott’s Hut. 
 

 

 

 

 

SEHGI >>> 
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Above: SEHGI President Peter Clancy. 

 
Bega Valley Shire Council’s Museum Advisor Greg 
Lissaman also attended and spoke about the draft 
cultural plan.  
 
The next SEHGI meeting will be held in Bombala in 
March 2023. 
 

 
 
 
From the President. 

(Cont. from page 1) 
➢ The provision of parking for people with a 

disability evolved into the Accessibility 
Project when it was driven home to us at a 
number of workshops that disability comes 
in many forms. We have modified our 
approach to allow for persons of short 
stature, limited vision, hearing and mobility 
problems etc. Our Museum will be so much 
more inclusive when all is done. The 
Project Manager is expecting to have 
tenders for the work lodged by the end of 
the year. 

➢ Cataloguing is now proceeding on eHive 
thanks to Pambula Bendigo Bank for their 
support in paying for the migration of data 
from Mosaic to eHive. The challenge now is 
to get all the back cataloguing done and 
corrections made to the data that was not 

properly recorded in the first place. 
Assistance is needed for this vital work so 
that we can open up and make our 
collection visible to the general public. 

➢ One of the workshops we attended was on 
marketing museums. It is important to 
have a point of difference and to become a 
destination rather than a chance discovery 
on a rainy day. This has been explored with 
the Museums Adviser, Greg Lissaman, and 
the decision has been reached that we 
adopt OYSTERING in all its nuances as our 
particular personality. This doesn’t mean 
throwing all things not oyster away but 
rather that we expand the depth and 
breadth of our oyster collection. We have 
the Kennedy Collection of Oyster Plates 
and shortly, thanks to the National 
Maritime Museum we will have another 
punt on site. We are the recipients of a 
number of collection items from the 
George Family Collection as well. The 
Visitor Information Centre Personnel were 
very pleased to hear of this decision as it 
dovetails in with their Oyster Trail that has 
been developed and Launched for this part 
of the coast. Our task now is to expand the 
collection by canvassing the community, 
particularly anyone connected with 
oysters, for artefacts, photographs, history 
and stories to add the depth required for 
this to work. You can help us by spreading 
the word. 

➢ We have approached the Parish Council of 
the Anglican Church next door to help us to 
make the most of the visual space across 
the access drive next door by allowing us to 
add a mural onto the patchy brick wall 
facing our veranda. It is planned to develop 
this area as a Maritime Court and a mural 
depicting the historic Lakeside Hotel 
Building with the Gus Cole and David 
Brown Punts painted into the foreground 
to show them in their historic setting and 
provide the interest of being able to 
compare them visually as well as having 
them both on site. 
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➢ Arising from the events of the past couple 
of years with bushfires, floods, Covid and 
our Accessibility Project we have a 
challenge in a shortage of Volunteers in all 
spheres of our collection management as 
well as a security issue. Accessibility and 
Fire Escape Routes require that we open up 
all the doors along the north side of the 
building and this means that we will be 
open to vandalism and theft. Our clientele 
are good law abiding citizens with no desire 
to be incinerated so we will not have any 
problems with them. Unfortunately there 
are some who delight in souveniring or 
tagging property. In order to circumvent 
the likelihood of these negative acts and to 
ensure that we know where our visitors 
are, we have decided to install CCTV and to 
this end are in discussions with Splash 
Internet. Splash already support us with 
the provision of free WiFi at the Museum 
and are pricing an extension of their 
services to install the surveillance cameras 
and back up facilities. This will help us as a 
deterrent and can be monitored by anyone 
with the app and password from anywhere 
in the world as long as WiFi is available. It 
will also record movement at the Museum 
and improve fire escape provisions by 
allowing the doors to remain open during 
visiting hours and to allow volunteers to 
know where people are. We are lodging a 

grant with the Mumbulla Foundation for 
funding to provide this service. 

➢ It is planned to replace the cabinets in the 
Schoolroom starting with the old fashioned 
displays down the centre of the room. An 
all round glass cabinet, donated by the 
George family, has already been placed in 
the Perrin Room and this has received 
universal appreciation from all who have 
seen it. The cabinets for the Schoolroom 
are proposed to be square from Ikea. We 
are looking for four or five of them and 
they are less than $150.00 each. Would 
anyone like to donate one or more? 

➢ With all of the above activities we have 
decided to have an opening of the Museum 
at Twilight and Fair. Coffee Van, Oyster 
Shucking, Book Stall, Craft Stalls, Cooking 
Demonstrations, Cakes, Plants etc. This will 
be to mark the launching of the OYSTERING 
mentioned earlier and the Accessibility 
Project completion. The planned date is for 
Saturday March 25th so keep the date free. 

 
Thanks to all our supporters, Volunteers and 
Members, That’s all from me, take extra care over 
the summer season and keep safe. 
Don Bretherton, President and Acting Secretary 

 

Curatorial Happenings. 
(Cont. from page 2) 
I have still to collect the photos and information 
from Loretta Fela regarding Pambula Public School; 
and have also spoken to Robyn Whitby and will be 
meeting with her to discuss a donation of items 
from both Robyn and her husband’s parents 
including old trophies from the Pambula Rifle Club. 
 
Whilst on duty recently we had two visitors from 
Orange. One was ex Navy and gave me information 
on the old outboard motor in the collection. The 
following week another visitor added further 
information, this enabling us to print an 
interpretive label to add to the motor. 
Elizabeth Bretherton 
Curator 
Merimbula Old School Museum  
 

Above: The brick wall on St. James 
House next door to the museum – a 
blank canvas just waiting for a mural. 
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The Merimbula Old School Museum is grateful for 

the generous support from the community, 

including: 

 
➢ Bendigo Bank, who supported the 

migration of collection data from Mosaic 
to eHive. 

➢ Maritime Museums of Australia Project 
Support Scheme, for funding the 
relocation, conservation and exhibition of 
the David Brown Punt. 

➢ Splash for their ongoing internet 
assistance and support. 

➢ Morgans Financial Limited – Merimbula for 
their ongoing financial support. 

➢ Pambula Glass for their assistance and 
support with display equipment and 
materials. 

 

Thanks for the support 
Did you get the answers? 
(From page 8) 
 
1. 1967 
2. 1856 
3. Armistice signed ending World War 1 (1918); the 
dismissal of Gough Whitlam as prime minister (1975), 
execution of Ned Kelly (1880). 
4. March 1932 
5. 1965 
6. 1951 
7. Robert Menzies 
8. Dame Enid Lyons and Dorothy Tangney 
9. Alfred Deakin 
10. 1916 
11. Neville Bonner 
12. Sir Isaac Isaacs 
13. Australian Imperial Force 
14. Wattle 
15. The basic wage 
16. SEATO - South-East Asia Treaty Organisation 
17. South Australia 
18. The Communist Party 
19. Sydney and Newcastle 
20. Canberra 
 

 

Merimbula-Imlay Historical Society meetings >>> 

The Merimbula – Imlay Historical Society meets on the last Monday of every month 
(February to November inclusive) at 2 pm at the Merimbula RSL Club. Meetings are open to 
everyone and we love to see new faces. Afternoon tea is served and most months we have a 
guest speaker. The society also hold special events at the museum and conducts interesting 
excusions to various local historic places and sites. 

 

 

 

Object Lessons >>> 
Curator Liz’s most recent installment for the ABC South East Radio’s Object Lessons segment: 
 
This book originally belonged to Ken Bobbin who was the grandfather of the current owner of 
Bobbin Transport, Neville Bobbin. There is no publishing date on the book but researching the ads 
and the publisher it would appear to be very late 19th early 20th century. There is not a recipe for 
Anzac biscuits, so it is clearly pre World War 1!! It is quite fascinating reading as most of these early 
books, including Mrs Beeton, were very extensive with instructions on household duties and 
everything to do with food preparation. Some of the recipes are unusual to say the least. Imagine 
presenting roast plovers today! 
 
There are many oyster recipes in the book which are very relevant to our area. Some sound rather 
good! The Old School Museum, with input from Jacqui Smith of Wheelers, are producing a Calendar 
for 2023 so we hope to add a couple of the oyster recipes on the calendar. 
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Merimbula - Imlay Historical Society welcomes 
new members – long-time residents or new to the 
area, come along and join us.  
We want you, and your contributions. And 
volunteering is a great way to meet new people and 
get involved in your community. No special skills or 
knowledge needed. No age requirements – young or 
mature, we’ll welcome you with open arms.  
Want to learn new skills or meet new people? We’ve 
got lots of projects you can get involved in. Don’t 
feel comfortable at the front of house? There are 
plenty of behind-the-scenes roles. Each member 
chooses what they want to do, and how often they 
want to do it.  
SHARE YOUR STORIES. 
BECOME A MUSEUM GUIDE. 
NURTURE YOUR GREEN THUMB IN THE GARDEN. 
HELP WITH CATALOGUING. 
RESEARCH THE ARCHIVES. 
LOOK AFTER THE COLLECTION. 
If you are lonely, have time to spare, don’t want 
your lifetime skills to be wasted, would like to share 
your experiences, or just enjoy the company of a 
friendly and enthusiastic group, then come and join 
the Merimbula-Imlay Historical Society.  
Membership is just $15.00 a year (1 July – 30 June). 
You can go to the last page of this newsletter or go 
to our website and click on the “Join the Society” 
link; or use the form on the last page of this 
newsletter.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Contact us 
85 Main Street  
Merimbula, NSW 
 2548 
Telephone 02 6495 9231 
Email merimbulaosm@gmail.com 
Website: merimbulahistoricalsociety.org.au 
Primary contact President Donald Bretherton  
0403 026 121 
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Removing the build up from the spot on the museum site previously occupied by the Cape  
Honeysuckle hedge. 
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